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A HANDS-ON EXPERIENCE OF HISTORY
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Karl-Liebknecht-Str. 1,10178 Berlin-Mitte
Next to Museum Island, opposite Berlin Cathedral

GRAPHIC MATERIAL

You can download printable press pictures of the DDR Museum for your
articles from our website:

LJ www.ddr-museum.de/en/museum/press

PHOTOS AND RECORDINGS
We organise photo and recording inquiries promptly and in a straightfor-
ward way: +49 30 847 123 7-47

INTERLOCUTOR

In addition to interviews about the DDR Museum, we are happy to be your
point of contact for GDR-specific topics. For questions about the history of
the GDR, we recommend our scientific advisor Dr Ilko-Sascha Kowalczuk.
If you have questions about GDR vehicles and other technical objects, we
recommend exhibition director S6ren Marotz. Dr Liza Soutschek is avail-
able to answer your questions about pop and youth culture and about the
history of science and the environment. If you would like an overview of
our collection, we would be happy to put you in touch with our collection
manager and military historian Eric Strohmeier-Wimmer. If you have any
questions about the DDR Museum, the director, Gordon von Godin, is at
your disposal.

ONLINE-OBJEKTDATENBANK

In our online object database, you can find many pictures of original GDR
objects from our collection of more than 360,000 items. For a small fee, we
are happy to provide you with photos in a suitable resolution and format.
LJ www.ddr-museum.de/en/objects

WELCOME TO
THE DDR MUSEUM

Dear journalists,

A warm welcome to the DDR Museum. This press kit
is intended to provide you with key information and
to serve as an invitation: get an impression of our
museum by visiting and experiencing the exhibition
firsthand.

In addition to interviews about the DDR-Museum,
contemporary witnesses and historians are happy to
talk to you about GDR-specific topics and support you
inyour interest in a topic that really matters to us.

If you would like to learn more about the museum,
feel free to get in touch.

Your

(5/0 wowt ﬁ//%%,/

Simone Uthleb
Spokesperson

+49 30 847 123 7-47
presse@ddr-museum.de


tel:+4930847123747
mailto:presse%40ddr-museum.de?subject=
http://www.ddr-museum.de/en/museum/press
tel:+4930847123747
http://www.ddr-museum.de/en/objects

HISTORY

April
2004

birth of the idea
and start of
planning

15 July

2006

opening of the
permanent exhibition

January

2008

nomination

for the European Museum
of the Year Award 2009

A UNIQUE SOURCE OF FUNDING

10 October

2010

opening of the
second part of
the permanent
exhibition

December

2011

Nominierung

for the European Museum
of the Year Award 2012

As an entirely private company, the DDR Mu-
seum does not receive any state subsidies or
other sources of funding. It is funded entirely
by visitor fees and sales in the museum shop.
This experiment has turned out to be success-
ful. Maintaining the commercial viability of the
museum, the management carefully reinvests
profits into the museum’s facilities and exhibi-

tions.

29 October

2014

release of the
educational board game
»Biirokratopoly«

December 2014 award »Geschichte
erinnern — Geschichte gestalten«
from the Bundeszentrale fiir politische
Bildung in recognition of the game’s
contribution to the commemoration of
the Peaceful Revolution and the fall of
the Berlin Wall.

13 December

2013

opening of the worldwide
unique Trabant driving

simulation

27 August

2016

opening of the third
part of the permanent
exhibition

showing an originally

furnished prefabricated
building apartment.

4 Aug 2018 —

31 Dec 2019

opening of the
multimedia exhibition
»nineties berlin«

at the Alte Miinze, created and
produced by the team of the
DDR Museum.

The DDR Museum
welcomes its six

9 August

2019

1 Sep 2021 —

millionth visitor.

15 Jan 2023

Opening of the

motorbike exhibition

in the historic viaduct arches between
6 the Alexanderplatz and Hackescher Markt
train stations.

Mio

DDR MOTORRAD
1 April
2023 16 March
Reopening after three 2025

and a half months of
closure

partial redesign of the DDR Mu-
seum following considerable water
damage.

Opening of the
Museum Depot in
Berlin-Marzahn

The new depot will house one of
the largest collections of everyday
objects from the GDR, with around
360,000 exhibits being stored,
researched and restored.

DDR DEPOT



PERMANENT EXHIBITION

The staging and concept of the permanent exhibition
place particular emphasis on interactivity. Visitors

are invited to learn about everyday life in the GDR and
to expand their knowledge in an entertaining way.
The exhibition is not chronologically but thematically
divided into about 50 modules. In each of the thematic
areas, exciting exhibits and interactive installations
tell stories about life in the GDR.

Visitors enter the exhibition on the entrance level and
are greeted by a six-metre-wide section of the original
Berlin Wall with a diorama of the Wall in the museum
foyer. The new sections »Divided Germany« and »GDR
Compact« are presented in front of it with numerous
new exhibits and information.

A special highlight is a model of the Palace of the
Republic on a scale of 1:125 (2 x 1.30 metres), cur-
rently the largest model in the world. Visitors can also
expect a new presentation of the topic »Magazines
and Newspapers of the GDR«. With over fifty different

DOWNLOAD

magazines, there is an overview of the numerous pub-
lications that appeared. When you enter the middle
exhibition area, you enter the »semicircle of power«
and see: the party is at the centre. Around this centre,
the various areas gather in a semicircle around topics
such as »politics«, »military« or »economy«. Visitors
can open doors, flaps and drawers and thus get more
detailed insights behind the facade of state power.

In the third and final part of the permanent exhibi-
tion, a completely furnished and authentic prefabri-
cated flat shows aspects of private life in the GDR.

A child’s and teenager’s room, a bedroom, a living
room, a kitchen, a bathroom, a lift, a Stasi surveillance
room as well as a garage can be freely explored and
experienced.

Screens with descriptive texts in six languages
introduce visitors to the respective areas, conveying
content to visitors from all over the world.

FACTS & FIGURES

Opening DDR Museum: 15 July 2006

Expansion »Semicircle of Power«: 10 October 2010
Prefabricated flat WBS 70: 27 August 2016
Reopening after water damage: 1 April 2023

CEO: Quirin Graf Adelmann v. A.
Director: Gordon Freiherr von Godin

Exhibition space: 930 m?
Exhibitions in German and English, introductory texts in six
languages, additional services in twelve languages

Opening hours: Monday — Sunday: 9:00 — 21:00
365 Days a year


https://www.ddr-museum.de/download_file/force/7337/3510
https://www.ddr-museum.de/download_file/force/7338/3510
https://www.ddr-museum.de/download_file/force/7336/3510

EXHIBITION CONCEPT

Our concept »hands-on experience of history«

does not only refer to the exhibits which visitors are
encouraged to touch, handle and enjoy, but also to

the exhibition technology. We use state-of-the-art
multimedia technology to guarantee the best pos-
sible museum experience: futuristic technology such
as a digital mirror, an interactive table, transparent
screens, various multi-touchscreen applications, mo-
tion sensors, digital windows, bone conduction speak-
ers, 2D-animations and magnet-contacts all comple-
ment traditional elements such as dioramas, cabinets,
games and objects. This combination of tradition and
innovation creates a unique and refreshing museum
experience.

LI www.ddr-museum.de/en/collection/exhibition

DOWNLOAD

TRABANT DRIVING SIMULATION

In cooperation with the Fraunhofer Heinrich-Hertz-
Institut, the DDR Museum developed a highly-au-
thentic simulator, reproducing the sights, sounds and
functions (ignition, accelerator, brake, steering) of

an original Trabant P 601. Visitors can drive around
arealistic 3D reproduction of a Berlin housing estate
projected onto the front windscreen.

Costs: 40,000 €

Implementation time: 12 Monate
60.000 m? housing estate

114 Trabant cars in original colours

A UNIQUE APPROACH

The DDR Museum is so much more than simply view-
ing objects behind glass. Visitors have to actively par-
ticipate to experience the exhibition. They can touch
objects, open drawers and closets. On their exhilarat-
ing journey back in time, they will find themselves
discovering and feeling a range of different things in
every corner of the museum. They land in the East
German socialist past, where they get to know the
realities of everyday life in a communist dictatorship.
Experiencing history hands-on, our visitors are in-
vited to question clichés and expand their knowledge
about a bygone state.

FACTS & FIGURES

1 Trabi driving simulation 6 dioramas

1 multi-touch table 26 touch screens
1 digital mirror 23 audio stations
4 digital windows 56 monitors

4 interactive telephones


https://www.ddr-museum.de/en/collection/exhibition
https://www.ddr-museum.de/download_file/force/3145/3510
https://www.ddr-museum.de/download_file/force/3141/3510

COLLECTION

DDR DEPOT

FACTS & FIGURES

number of objects: ca. 360,000

number of donors: ca. 10,000

most difficult acquisition:

1 megabit chip, Germina Speeder (skateboard)
most common donation: medal »Activist

of Socialist Labour«

largest objects: segments of the Berlin Wall,
Barkas vans

The new DDR Museum Depot in Berlin-Marzahn is
home to one of the largest collections of everyday
objects from the former East Germany. Around
360,000 objects are collected, stored and researched
here. Sustainably operated and climate-controlled,
the depot provides optimal conditions for the preser-
vation of these important cultural assets.

More than just a warehouse: special exhibitions,
educational programmes and events make the depot a
vibrant place of historical remembrance. A new mile-
stone in the preservation and communication of the
East German past between 1945 and 1990.

ADDRESS OPENING HOURS

Sun 11:00 - 16:00
Tue 11:00 -15:00
Thu 14:00 -19:00

DDR Museum Depot
Pyramidenring 10
12681 Berlin-Marzahn

LJ www.ddr-museum.de/en/collection
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Object Database

The online object database provides insights into our
collection - one of the largest museum collections on
GDR history in the world. We are constantly work-
ing on the digitisation and scientific description of
original objects from the GDR, so that the database is
growing day by day.

L www.ddr-museum.de/en/objects

L1 www.ddr-museum.de/en/museum/special-exhibitions

A Look at Our Collection

We use our small display case »A Look at Our Collec-
tion«, which is located in the entrance area, to present
highlights from the collection and tell the story behind
them. This way, we pick up on new, changing topics
and expand the permanent exhibition.

Special
Exhibitions

The DDR Museum offers chang-
ing special exhibitions that deal
with different topics of the GDR
history and expand the perma-
nent exhibition. The exhibition
area includes a large glass display
case that is filled with various ex-
hibits from our collection. Some
of the topics of the last special
exhibitions were »GDR Daily Life
in 200 Objects«, »Little Brother,
Big Brother - The GDR and the
Soviet Union« or »The Baltic Sea -
Holiday Destination, Border Area,
Place of Longing«.


https://www.ddr-museum.de/de/objects
http://www.ddr-museum.de/en/objects
http://www.ddr-museum.de/en/collection
http://www.ddr-museum.de/en/museum/special-exhibitions

IN PRAISE OF COMMUNISM

PAINTED UTOPIA

Ronald Paris
(*12 August 1933 17 September 2021)

In Praise of Communism
MURAL, 1969/70

This work of art is an expression of an intellectual
debate that reached its peak in the 1960s and is still
highly relevant today. In 1969/70, Ronald Paris created
the eight-metre-seventy-long fresco for the confer-
ence hall of the Haus der Statistik. He was inspired

by Bertolt Brecht's poem of the same name, in which
Brecht describes communism as ‘the simple thing
that is difficult to do’. This unique testimony bears
witness to the victory of the working class and traces
the historical path that led to it. Ronald Paris draws

on the imagery of the Middle Ages and other eras for
this. At the same time, he combines his commitment
to the communist utopia with a critique of the existing
system.

FACTS & FIGURES

Entstehung: 1969/70

Enthiillung im DDR Museum: 2010

Kosten der Restaurierung: ca. 20.000 EUR
Abmessungen: 2 meter hoch, 8,7 meter breit

RESCUE AND
RESTORATION

The House of Statistics was due to
be demolished in 2010. The DDR
Museum took over the paint-

ing and invested ca. €20,000 in
its professional restoration. The
painter himself unveiled the
restored work of art in 2010, and
it has since found its permanent
place in the DDR Museum. The
museum has set itself the task of
preserving an important piece
of German cultural history and
making it accessible to younger
generations as well.

Painted Utopia

(\ In praise of communism in high-resolution

format on Google Arts & Culture

In Praise of Communism at the Haus der Statistik, 2010


https://artsandculture.google.com/story/SQVB0ommsRKJFg?hl=de

EDUCATIONAL SERVICES

EDUCATIONAL
SERVICES

Not only focusing on a contemporary way to create an
exhibition, the DDR Museum places great importance
on the high-quality educational services, including
guided tours of the exhibition, city tours and talks
with contemporary witnesses. We offer tours and
other services in twelve languages.

The divisible conference room was set up in 2008 for
school classes to prepare and follow up their visit to
the museum. Up to 50 people have the opportunity
to carry out research, seminars, lessons, discussions
with contemporary witnesses or film screenings at
the same time. A media library and a well-stocked
specialised library are available on site.

FACTS & FIGURES

More than 100,000 impressed students annually.

Over 95 percent of all teachers say they plan to come again.
Over 85 percent of teachers found that their pupils
concentrated better in our exhibition compared to other
museums.

Talks with contemporary
witnhesses

Talks with contemporary witnesses of the GDR offer

a first-hand account of everyday life in East Germany.
Audiences can ask questions and gain a vivid appreci-
ation of the quality of life in East Germany. We provide
witnesses to speak on almost any aspect of life in the
GDR including everyday life, school life, work, opposi-
tional activities and imprisonment by the Stasi.

ASSOCIATION

ASSOCIATION
AND EVENTS

The DDR Museum Berlin e.V. has set itself the goal of making history
accessible to a broad public.

Besides special events in the DDR Museum itself, the association
mainly organises a series of events (in german language) that are

free of charge. Events with a thematic reference to the GDR take place
regularly in the conference room of the DDR Museum. You can browse
through past recordings of a large number of events in our event ar-
chive. You can watch recordings of the events in our YouTube playlist.
Participation in the events is free of charge.

EVENT ARCHIVE
L www.ddr-museum.de/de/termine

DDR MUSEUM ON YOUTUBE
S www.youtube.com/@ddrmuseum


http://www.ddr-museum.de/de/termine
http://www.youtube.com/@ddrmuseum

PUBLICATIONS

DDR MUSEUM
VERLAG

The DDR Museum Verlag publishes the publications,
scientific literature of the in-house historians and
works by selected authors who are dedicated to the

GDR topic.
L www.ddr-museum.de/en/publishing

ORDER REVIEW COPIES
k=3 verlag@ddr-museum.de

BOOKS AND EBOOKS ONLINE-SHOP
L onlineshop.ddr-museum.de

DR. STEFAN WOLLE

born in 1950 in Halle/Saale, studied history

at Humboldt University in Berlin. Scientific
director of the DDR Museum, from 2006 to
2024. His numerous books are among the most
widely read on the subject.

LABOUR

THE HONOUR OF WORKING

‘THE GDR PROUDLY called itself a »work-
ers' and peasants’ statec. Although
neither workers nor peasants had
much say in anything, the slogans
proclaimed the glory of work, and
working people intown and country
were the focus of relentless propa-
ganda. In fact, everyone had ajob. In-
deed, there was not only full employ-
ment, butalsoa permanent shortage
of labour. Work was compulsory. It
was punishable not to work.

The workplace was the centre
of life. Companies offered créches,
kindergartens, sports and cultural
centres, polyclinics, holiday homes,
and children's holiday camps. The
workplace sent promising young
managers to study and then rehired
them. It even looked after employees

For many, the workplace became a
second home. It was not uncommon
for someone to stay with a company
for their entire career. It was also
not uncommon for colleagues n the
socialist brigade to be among one's
closest friends; they partied togeth-
er,went ontrips together, and helped
each other move or renovate their
homes—often with materials that had
been diverted from the company. In
this way, the collective became both
astate-sponsored and ideologically
exaggerated nucleus of the socialist
community and a self-help organi-
sation for survival in a society char-
acterised by scarcity.

Atthe DDR Museum, three typical
scenes of working life are recreated
in dioramas. Each represents a sit-

sending them parcels at Christmas.
Even retired employees were occa-
sionally invited for coffee.

uation from an industrial company,
agriculture, and a large construction
site, where scientists and engineers
played an important role.

GDR GUIDE

JOURNEY INTO A BYGONE STATE

Revised new edition for the 35th anniversary of the fall of the Berlin Wall and the Peaceful Revolution.

Since its opening in 2006, the DDR Museum in the heart of Berlin has
taken a special path. The exhibition tells of the realities of the lives of the
people who lived in this country. It does so without glorifying or demon-
ising. This book also attempts to do the same. It strives to be more than a
museum catalogue, a kind of guide through the labyrinth of conflicting
memories. It presents the current state of research and public debate

on the GDR in an accessible form and offers food for thought for further
examination of the past and the future of our society. Divided into ten
thematic areas, the book describes the various aspects of life in the GDR in
short, concise and richly illustrated articles. 21 »special objects« from the
permanent exhibition are presented and form a red thread through the
exhibition of the DDR Museum.

The publication is ideal for those preparing to visit Berlin, as well as for
visitors wishing to deepen their knowledge after a tour of the exhibition.

Dr. Stefan Wolle, Soren Marotz:
GDR GUIDE — JOURNEY
INTO A BYGONE STATE

DDR Museum Verlag

Photo book/Non-fiction

12.5 x 21 cm | 244 pages

Soft cover with flaps, full colour
12.50 Euro

English 978-3-939801-57-3
German 978-3-939801-56-6
French 978-3-939801-58-0


http://www.ddr-museum.de/en/publishing
mailto:verlag%40ddr-museum.de?subject=
https://onlineshop.ddr-museum.de/collections/buecher

PUBLICATIONS

GDR IN OBJECTS

The series »GDR in Objects« shows about 3,000 ob-
jects from the collection of the DDR Museum, which
have been scientifically processed for this series. They
all come from the collection of the DDR Museum,
which, with over 360,000 artefacts, is the largest mu-

seum collection in the world on the subject of the GDR.

The team of authors, Dr Stefan Wolle and Quirin Graf
Adelmann, provides entertaining and informative
insights into everyday life as well as the economic and
product history of this bygone state. In three high-
quality illustrated books, »GDR in Objects’ offers an
all-encompassing insight into the world of objects in
the German Democratic Republic.

Adelmann, Quirin Graf / Godin, Gordon von (Hrsg.):
GDR IN OBJECTS 1949-1990:

DAILY LIFE, HOME, CONSUMPTION

ISBN 978-3-939801-46-7

Adelmann, Quirin Graf / Godin, Gordon von (Hrsg.):
GDR IN OBJECTS 1949-1990:

LEISURE, CULTURE, TRAVEL

ISBN 978-3-939801-48-1

Adelmann, Quirin Graf / Godin, Gordon von (Hrsg.):
DDR IN OBJEKTEN 1949-1990:

WORK, ECONOMICS, POLITICS

Planned

limited, hardcover editions,
bilingual German/English,
24 x 34 cm, 400 pages

Adelmann, Quirin Graf/

Godin, Gordon von (Hrsg.):

GDR DAILY LIFE IN
200 OBJECTS
ISBN 978-3-939801-53-5

Adelmann, Quirin Graf/

Godin, Gordon von (Hrsg.):

DDR ALLTAG IN
200 OBJEKTEN
ISBN 978-3-939801-51-1

Softcover with flaps,
17.5 x 24 cm, 256 pages

GDR DAILY LIFE
IN 200 OBJECTS

Everyday objects and consumer goods were highly
valued in GDR society. They were used, repaired and
kept for longer - the GDR was a kind of ‘society of re-
tention’ In some cases, the material legacy of the SED
state enjoys almost cult-like veneration. The things
presented here show a cross-section of 40 years of
everyday life in the GDR. There is a story behind each
of these objects.

The exhibits, some of which are quite unassuming -
from the K 109 coffee machine to the refrigerator to
the mantel clock - provide insight into the everyday
life of the people of the defunct state. In this book, we
bring the past into the present. The detailed photo-
graphs by Thorsten Heideck and Adrian Serini and
the texts by historian and GDR expert Dr Stefan Wolle
offer a broad spectrum of life in the GDR.



OUR
VISITORS

The DDR Museum has set itself the aim of disseminat-
ing a lively interest in history amongst all sections of
society. Our exhibition is designed to make history ac-
cessible to the wider public, regardless of their level of
knowledge. All exhibition texts are written in German
and English. Additional services such as guided tours
are available in twelve languages.

Since the opening of the DDR Museum in 2006, the
number of visitors has risen. This means that, since
2012, well over half a million Berliners as well as
tourists from Germany and abroad have experienced
»hands-on history« each year.

Due to the large number of interactive exhibition ele-
ments, the museum is suitable for every age group,
even for primary school students. Target group-spe-
cific guided tours, games and workshops also intro-
duce younger generations to German history.

Sophie Google: 06/2022 Yk R kX
»The DDR museum is an excellent museum
with great interactivity, good learning and
well designed exhibits. A must do for anyone
visiting Berlin who wants to see and touch
examples of its past being the capital of the
GDR.«

firoozeh nafisy Google: 10/2022 Rk Kk
»Highly recommend! The best museum I
have visited in my life. [...] They made a great
job of making [history] so exciting and ad-
venturous. Hats off to the directors and all the
staff.«

23160 W W WW Y7
3314 WKW KA
6432 WKWK 17
2231 W KK Yr

Google
facebook

©® tripadvisor

As of 09/2024

NeilGJ888 TripAdvisor: 05/2022 kR Rk
»I don’t usually review attractions, but am
making an exception for the DDR Museum,
as I was genuinely impressed with how it
interpreted and presented life in the former
East Germany. [...] I spent two hours in the
museum, and could have been there longer.«

APhipps90 TripAdvisor: 09/2022 Wk kKK
»It's a very well thought out museum! Not
only is the content and subject matter in-
teresting and engaging but the layout and
the design adds another layer of enjoyment
to it. You can watch, listen, interact etc, etc,
etc. There’s something for everyone of every
background and ago group.«

Beatrizm115 TripAdvisor:  09/2022 %k %%k
»Interactive fun museum. So so cool, one of
the best museums I visited in terms of inter-
activity, there are a lot of games you can play,
you can explore an apartment of the GDR [...].
My friend and I had so much fun! For me a
must when in Berlin!«




DDR

DDR Museum Berlin GmbH
Karl-Liebknecht-Str. 1
10178 Berlin-Mitte

CONTACT
Simone Uthleb
Spokesperson

+49 30 847 123 7-47
presse@ddr-museum.de
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